St. Athanasius Academy
Class Syllabus – 5th Grade Social Studies
Teacher Information
Name: Nic Hartmann
Phone: (319) 361-6251 (Text preferred 8-5 Central)
Email: nichart84@gmail.com (No emails after 10 pm Central)

Course Description
This class will teach students about social studies concepts as they relate to American history, immigration, and culture. Students will come out of the class with a stronger understanding of the role of immigration in American life, as well as hone their skills in doing research, interviewing, and observing their communities. 

Required Text (to be purchased by the parents/guardians)

There will be supplemental materials, including short films, articles, and websites for students to explore. These will be provided as the course progresses.
Cornerstones of Freedom (Third Series): Ellis Island. ISBN: 9780531265567
https://shop.scholastic.com/teachers-ecommerce/teacher/books/cornerstones-of-freedom-third-series-ellis-island-9780531265567.html?intid=9780531265567-pos1
Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai. ISBN: 9780545447850
https://shop.scholastic.com/teachers-ecommerce/teacher/books/inside-out-back-again-9780545447850.html

One Good Thing About America by Ruth Freeman. ISBN: 9780823442669
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/591543/one-good-thing-about-america-by-by-ruth-freeman/9780823442669/
Rand McNally Atlas of the United States. 
https://store.randmcnally.com/atlas-of-the-united-states.html

Course Competencies/Learning Objectives 
Students will understand the importance of immigration to American culture. 
Students will build their research skills to include community observation, interviewing and geographic literacy. 
Students will gain a stronger understanding of the immigrant experience and how it is also part of how Orthodoxy grew in the United States. 


Attendance
We do not have an official attendance policy, but a lack of attendance could affect participation and final grading by the teacher. The virtual classrooms are available to any students with internet access. We attempt to record all video calls to make them available for students who are absent. The recorded videos, while not as useful as live interaction, are made available for enrolled students to review when absent. We are unable to promise that 100% of all video calls will be recorded and posted online.
Classroom Expectations (modify this to your liking)
	Arrive to class on time
	Be prepared ahead of class
3. Respect your classmates and teacher
4. Give your all, all the time
5. Be responsible for your actions
6. No cell phones or extra electronics permitted during class time
Class Requirements
If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to make up the assignments and/or tests when you return. 
At the end of each class, students will be given a tasklist to complete.

Plagiarism, Cheating, and Academic Integrity
Plagiarism is the practice of copying words, sentences, images, or ideas for use in written or oral assessments without giving proper credit to the source. Cheating is defined as the giving or receiving of illegal help on anything that has been determined by the teacher to be an individual effort. Both are considered serious offenses and will significantly affect your course grade.

General Information:
If you are having trouble in this class, come to me immediately and I can work with you.  If you wait till the end of the semester, it will be TOO LATE.  I am available to help you understand so you can be successful in this class.


